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The successor to
the Polo Dune arrives here
in April. We took an exclusive
first drive of the new model

in the French Alps

This page (clockwise from top):
Polo Dune all about the lifestyle; vibrant Lime and Magma
Orange colours not for the UK; faux-SUV looks are attractive (main picture)



‘The Polo.Now a little wilder.
Germanmarketing slogansays
itall. New Polo Dune
(orCrossPoloin Europe)aimed
atstyle-consciousyoungbuyers
with activelifestyles

Nice, France, 13:00 26.01.06

eadly silence. At 6000ft inthe French Alps, theair

iscoldand still, and you’ d better hopethat any

loneskiersdon'tignoreyouif yourunintotrouble.
Volkswagen recently presented the new Polo Duneto a
hungry contingent of internationd journdistshighinthe
unforgiving mountains, at the 1sola2000 ski resort, 85km
north of Nice. Andignoringitisprecisely what they don’t
want; intheniche-within-a-nichesupermini ‘lifestyle
market, sales (however small) areto be had. Inthis
respect the old model scored well, with over 300 soldin
the UK. Europefared better still, where asthe Polo Fun,
threetimesthe projected saleswere achieved. Thistime
around the UK market is expected totakearound 400in
thefirst year of production, and asthenew mode is
largely identical to old one, that projected tally seemsfair.

OnsdeintheUK inApril, itisonecar that (likeits

predecessor) defiesyoutoignoreit. Withitsfaux-SUV
styling and silver body adornments, theoverall effectis
striking —exactly what the marketerswanted, asthisPolo
isal about thelifestyle. ‘ The Polo. Now alittlewilder.’ is
how the new car ismarketed in Germany. The advertising
campaign depictsayoung, active, and trendy couple
drivingthe car totheir various sporting events, and young
trendy town dwellers seem to be thetargeted audience.

Called* CrossPolo’ in Europe (thereareto besimilar
jacked-up * CrossGolf’ and * CrossFox’ versions of other
Volkswagen model stoo), the Dune namewas chosen for
the UK, to build onthe* heritage’ and familiarity of the
model introduced in 2004. Mechanically near-identical to
theregular Polo, the new version of the Dunefeaturesthe
same body addendaasfitted to the previouscar. Sitting

15mm higher thantherest

‘OnsaleintheUKin 0 therange(duetoa

il th | raised ground clearancekit
Apri "f enewPolo 4 iableto Polodriversin
Duneisonecarthat  Europe), theDuneisfitted
(likeits predecessor) $k17;?33‘§§id "

. € aloy whedswit

f:leﬁes youtoignore 7. C-% tyres
it.Theoverallfaux-  Regiutely two-whed drive,

SUVlookisstriking”  theUK marketwill geta
two-enginerange. Both
1.4s, the petrol model devel ops 74bhp, whilethethree-
cylinder TDI devel ops 69bhp. Interestingly, the European
market isoffered afull-fat five-enginerange, startingwith
a64bhp 1.2, and rising to a99bhp TDI.

Thebrief drivewe had showed that the 1.4 TDI isstill
an endearing unit, with itsthree-pot thrum encouraging
spirited driving. All theenginesavailablehereand onthe
continent are proven Polo units, and should do thejob »
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New Polo
Dune body kit
includes silver roof
rails, door mirrors, front
foglights and body cladding

Model Polo Dune 1.4/1.4TDI

Price£12,645/£13,495

Displacement (cc) 1390/1422

Power output 74bhp @ 5000rpm/69bhp @ 4000rpm
Maximum torque 92Ib ft @ 3800rpm/

114lb ft @ 1600rpm

Fuel system Electronic multi-pointinjection/
direct injection turbocharger with intercooler
Transmission Five-speed manual gearbox

Top speed (mph) 103/100

0-62mph (seconds) 14.3/15.9

Brakes Dual-circuit system with ventilated discs
(front), self-adjusting drums (rear), and ABS
Wheels 7.5J x 17”BBS ‘Radial Spoke”alloy

Tyres 215/40ZR17

Unladen weight (kg) 1087/1155

Dimensions (I/w/hmm) 3925/1671/1499

Onsaleinthe UK 14 April 2006

<« adequately for most potential owners. Asbefore, the
new Polo Dunedrives competently, and although the extra
ride height makesitsalf known, itisnot really that much of
anissue. Yes, the Dunedoesn't feel assurefooted asa
regular Polo, butit can till be hustled around tight dpine
passes, aswasvery ably demonstrated by apair of very
speedy German journdists! Therideisfirm but seemed
al-absorbing despitethelow, large-profiletyres, andthe
steeringiswell-welghted, if short of fed.
Thecabinisinsulated well from engineand wind noise,
andisavery comfortableplaceto be. UK carswill do
without the extrovert Orange or Limefabricsseen onthe
photographic carsand will betrimmedingrey. Why?The
Limeand fantastic new MagmaOrangepaint coloursare
not coming to these shores, aswe are seen asanation of
more conservative buyers. Aswith the previousmode,
Black Magic Pearl Effect, Flash Red, Raven Blue, and
Reflex Silver will beofferedtothe UK market. The Raven
Blue paintwork on the carswetested |ooked good and
contrasted well with thelower body plastic add-ons. But,
why limit the colour range on acar whichissupposedto
bealifestylevehicle? Other scribesfound theissue of
colour specification strangetoo, stating that the
continental -only shadeswerethe best and most striking of
themadll. It sashame, asof dl thecoloursavailable, the
Magma Orange suited the car best, and I’ Il bet that it
hasn’t done sales of the new Ford Focus ST any harm...
Specid interior trimincludeschrome-plated instrument
surrounds, alloy pedds, perforated leather steering whed!
and handbrake grip, branded gear knob, and front sports
seatswith side netsfor oddments. Standard equipment
includesMP3 CD player, ESP, semi-automaticair
conditioning, eectric windowsfront and rear, multifunction
computer, and afull complement of airbags. Andit’sall
donewiththeusua solid Polo build quality.
Availableasafive-door only, pricesstart at £12,645
for the 1.4-litre petrol car, and riseto £13,495 for the
TDI-engined version. Whichisbest? TheTDI unit seemed
to suit the car well, and was only caught out onthe steep
inclinesleading up to the snow-covered chaets. It'sa
surprisethen, that Volkswagen UK predict that the 1.4
petrol variant will bethe best-seller for the UK market.
Some observerswould arguewhy build acar likethe
Duneat al?Inavery limited nichemarket it surely makes
no sense?Well, asaleisasaeafter all, however small,
andinthismodernworld of offering something for
everyone, thisauthor at least applauds VW for making
thisvisualy rugged version of the Polo. Thestyleand trim
iseye-catching and different, and astheweather turned,
thenewcomer looked equally at home ontheboulevard at
Nice, asitdidinthe ski resortsof theAlps. Yes, itismore
expensivethan lesser Poloswith the sameengines, but as
isnearly alwaysthe case, stylecomesat aprice. VWPR
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